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Top 12 Questions You Might Have About Great Abington PTFA

1) What exactly is Great Abington PTFA?
It is a registered charity (1136090), raising funds for the benefit of all pupils of Great Abington Primary School.  As a registered charity, we have to follow all rules set out by the Charity Commission. 
2) What does the PTFA stand for?
Primary School Parents Teachers Friends Association.
3) Are all parents members?
Yes, all parents are automatically members if their child or children attend Great Abington Primary School. 
4) Who are the Trustees and what do they do?
Trustees are the parents and friends of the community who volunteer to run the charity. As our committee, they decide what events to run and how to spend the monies they raise for the benefit of all pupils within the school. Only Trustees have voting rights. There are two kinds of Trustees; Officers and Ordinary. Our Officers are the Chair, Treasurer and Secretary.  According to our charity’s constitution, we can have 13 parent/friend Trustees. 
5) Can I be a Trustee?
Yes, any parent or friend of the school community can be a Trustee. 
6) How often are PTFA meetings?
We usually try to hold one every 5-6 weeks during the school year. We need a quorum of one third of our committee members in order to discuss ideas and make financial decisions. 
7) What happens in a PTFA meeting?
At our meetings we discuss ongoing projects such as the outdoor space project and plan events such as Elfridges. We work out who will help out and how it will run. We also discuss timings, volunteers, prices, etc.  The Trustees also discuss new fundraising ideas that might work for the school, such as the school lottery. 

8) How do we decide what events to run?
There are many Facebook forums for PTAs and websites where other charities share new event ideas and outcomes. If a Trustee sees something they like, they can choose to present it during a meeting. It is discussed and the committee decides whether they should try it or not. 
9) What happens at an AGM?
The Chair and Treasurer deliver their reports on the previous school year. All Officers step down and are either re-elected or someone else is elected in their place. According to our charity’s constitution, an officer can serve for only 3 years.  In addition, the headteacher presents a list of financial requests, e.g. more Chromebooks, school trips, etc and the Trustees vote on whether to fund each of them or not. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]10) Who is on our current PTFA committee?
· Chair: Cory Rivers
· Treasurer: Jordan Lane 
· Secretary: Katie Mannion / Iain Sainsbury
· Trustees: Rachel Clay, Wyn Forest-Owen, Alan Cooke, Charlie Alda, Paula D’Santos, Tasha Whittaker, Emma Claire Webb and Bert Flipo
11) What are you fundraising for at the moment?
We are looking to renovate the whole outdoor playground space: repainting the pavement, adding raised beds, an outdoor kitchen, log benches and paved pathways to the existing grass area. Currently, we are funding the weekly trips to Abington Woods.
12) As a parent/carer, why do I need to know all of this?
Your Trustees represent all parents/carers as part of the PTFA, including you. We make financial decisions that affect your child’s primary school experience. If you are concerned at any time about what the PTFA does or have a great idea you want to share, please speak to your Trustees. We’d love to hear from you! We can be contacted by email at PTFA@greatabington.school. 
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