
Great Abington Primary School Mathematics Calculation Policy Page 1 

 

Great Abington Primary School 
 
 

 

  
 

 
 

Mathematics Calculation Policy 
 

February 2016 
 
 

 
The following calculation policy has been devised to meet 
requirements of the National Curriculum 2014 for the teaching 
and learning of mathematics, and is also designed to give pupils 
a consistent and smooth progression of learning in calculations 
across the school. 
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Age stage expectations: 
 
 The calculation policy is organised according to age stage expectations as set out in 

the National Curriculum 2014. 

 It is vital that pupils are taught according to the stage that they are currently 
working at and children are showing to have ‘mastered’ a stage before moving on to 
the next one.  

 Children who are showing to be secure in a skill can progress to the next stage as 
necessary. 

 
 
Providing a context for calculation: 
 
 It is important that any type of calculation is given a real life context or problem solving 

approach to help build children’s understanding of the purpose of calculation, and to 
help them recognise when to use certain operations and methods when faced with 
problems.  

 This must be a priority within calculation lessons. 
 

 
 
Choosing a calculation method: 
 
 Children need to be taught and encouraged to use the following processes in deciding 

what approach they will take to a calculation, to ensure they select the most 
appropriate method for the numbers involved.  

i) Can I work out the calculation mentally?  
ii) Can I use jottings?  
iii) Is there a written method that I can use? 

 
 
Resources 
 
 Children in all year groups need to have access to a range of mathematical resources 

during the math’s lesson.  

 Children should be encouraged to use number lines, 100 squares, counters, beads and 
Numicon to support their calculations and carry out methods in a visual context. 

 When problem solving children should be allowed to choose any resources they feel 
are needed to solve the problem and make jottings as they feel necessary.  
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